THE KING WILLS IT

Previously the House of Commons had passed the
Abdication Bill through all its stages and in just over
five minutes the House of Lords had completed the
formalities. King Edward was not required to sign the
Act. At Fort Belvedere that morning he had signed a
document empowering the Royal Commission to give
their assent to the Act on his behalf. The Commission
entered the House of Lords wearing the scarlet and
ermine of peerage rank. Sitting before the Throne the
Commission then summoned Black Rod to call the
Commons, and Black Rod went to the other House
where the Speaker and the Commons were waiting.

When the Speaker and the Commons arrived at the
Bar of the House, Lord Onslow read the authority
setting up the Royal Commission and said : "In obe-
dience to Irs Majesty's command, and by virtue of the
Commission which has been now read, we do declare
and notify to you, the Lords Spiritual and Temporal
and the Commons in Parliament assembled, that his
Majesty has given his Royal Assent to the Act in the
Commission mentioned, and the Clerks are required to
pass the same in the usual form and words."

Those were the formalities immediately preceding
the passing of the Bill into law.

In the evening the former King Edward sat on the
left of the new King, called George the Sixth, at a
farewell dinner-party at Royal Lodge, Windsor Great
Park. Opposite the former King sat his mother, Queen
Mary. The gathering also included the Princess Royal,
the Duke of Gloucester, the Duke of Kent, and the
Earl and Countess of Athlone. At about 9.30 the
former King left to broadcast his farewell to the Country
and Empire. This was to be his first public act in a
private capacity. After he had left them, the rest of the
party went to the drawing-room on the south side of
the house to listen by wireless to his words. None
knew what he was going to say.

From Royal Lodge the former King Edward was
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